WHO HEALETH ALL THY DISEASES?

The will and power of God to heal is plainly affirmed by David in Psalm 103:2-3:  “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:  Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.”  Consider with me several important points relating to this passage.


First, God’s power to heal by miracle is undeniable, and is asserted throughout the Bible.  The Lord by miracle recovered Naaman of his leprosy when he dipped in Jordan seven times (2 Kings 5:14).  Jesus immediately replaced a man’s ear which Peter had cut off with his sword (Luke 22:50-51).  Peter himself would later become instrumental in the miraculous healing of others, including a man who was bedridden for eight years, to whom he announced, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole” (Acts 9:34).  However, God’s use of miracles in healing people has always been limited by his will (Hebrews 2:4).  For instance, it was not God’s will to exercise miraculous power in removing Paul’s “thorn in the flesh”  (2 Corinthians 12:7-9), despite the fact that Paul asked the Lord three times “that it might depart”.  And, according to 1 Corinthians 13:8-10, God made it clear that his will was going to be for miracles to cease and desist altogether once the revelation of his word became complete.  Therefore, no miraculous healing has occurred since the completion of the New Testament.

Second, God also has power to heal without having to use a miracle.  David alluded to as much when he said that God “healeth all thy diseases.”  If we ever get well from being sick, it is the Lord who is ultimately responsible for our improvement.  And according to scripture there are any number of factors, or combinations of factors, that the Almighty makes use of to get the job done, a few of which are:  (1) Medicine.  The prophet mentions “healing medicines” (Jeremiah 30:13).  (2) Physicians.  Jesus said that those who are sick need a physician (Matthew 9:12). If only miracles can make us well, physicians, or doctors, would never be needed.  (3) Obedience.  Solomon teaches that simply allowing God’s word to govern our lives can have a favorable impact on our health (Proverbs 3:7-8).  Compare how God heals us with how God feeds us.  We are taught to pray for the Lord to give us our daily bread (Matthew 6:11), and while we know God has fed people miraculously in the past (Matthew 14:19-21), the normal methods are sowing and reaping, herding and butchering, laboring and purchasing.  Yet God is still the one who feeds us.  Similarly, we pray for healing, make the doctor appointment, take the medicine, have the surgery if needed, and in all of these it is still God who heals.

Third, God’s greatest healing work is spiritual.  David said that God “Forgiveth all thine iniquities.”  He also prayed, “Heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee” (Psalm 41:4).  Of course, Jesus is the great physician, and the Bible says, “With his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).  Christ has the cure, we simply need to follow the prescription, which is to “obey the gospel” (Romans 10:16).
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